                    [image: image4.jpg]~

Education and Culture

Socrates




VaLEx

Valuing Learning from Experience

AP(E)L Research Project
Update on AP(E)L Pilot Project 

with Social Care Practitioners

and 

Invitation to Dissemination Event 

17 June 2005

11.00 am – 2.00 pm

Mont Clare Hotel

Dublin 2
  [image: image2.jpg]OPEN

TRAINING
COLLEGE










[image: image3.jpg]



Open Training College
                         Dublin Institute of Technology
with funding support from the Health Executive Eastern Region (HEER) (formerly the Eastern Regional Hearth Authority (ERHA)) and the DIT VaLEx Socrates-Grundtvig Project 2003-2005

http://www.valex-apel.com
About the  VaLEx Project

VaLEx is an EU Socrates-Grundtvig 2003-2005 project which aims to develop and test a model of AP(E)L for higher education which is particularly suitable for experienced practitioners who may not have a professional qualification in their particular field of practice. The model was developed by the VaLEx partner universities: Glasgow-Caledonian, Stirling, Warwick, South Brittany, Brussels, Turku, Tartu and the Dublin Institute of Technology, building on previous research and development in Europe.

In July 2004 The Open Training College (OTC) and the DIT Department of Social Sciences secured funding from the Health Executive Eastern Region (formerly ERHA) to pilot the VaLEx model with staff working in residential care settings and settings for people with learning disabilities. To achieve this aim, a partnership was established between the Open Training College, the DIT Department of Social Sciences and the DIT Learning and Teaching Centre (LTC).

With the co-operation of care agencies in the HEER region the VaLEx AP(E)L Pilot Programme recruited fourteen experienced social care practitioners interested in pursuing a professional qualification either in the Open Training College or the DIT. This pilot project offers them the opportunity to enter one of two specific degree programmes at advanced standing with possible exemptions in up to two named modules from the first year programme. The particular degree programmes and modules concerned are as follows:

DIT BA (Ord.) in Social Care Practice (in-service)

Modules: (i)    Principles of Professional Practice (10 ECTS Credits)



 (ii)   Health and Well-being  (5 ECTS Credits)

or

OTC/HETAC Bachelor of Arts in Applied Social Studies (Disability)

Modules: (i)  Introduction to Disability  (12 ECTS Credits)



 (ii)  Health Safety and Personal Care   (12 ECTS Credits)

Optional weekly portfolio preparation sessions are being offered to participants  from February to May 2005.
Expected outcomes

The outcomes of the overall VaLEx Research Project include:

· a pedagogical model of AP(E)L underpinned with educational theory which is  transferable across diverse European realities

· an AP(E)L toolkit, evaluated through the pilot, which will include both electronic and paper-based resources 

· professional guidelines for teaching, advising and support staff.

Key Features of the VaLEx AP(E)L model

1. It is an ideal mechanism for practitioners, who are experienced in their field of practice, to have their experiential learning formally recognised and accredited towards a qualification 

2. It offers guidance and ‘accompaniment’ based on the needs of the participants/applicants

3. It leads towards a clearly identified learning plan 

4. It focuses both on current competence and on future capabilities

5. It is related specifically to existing course modules

6. It allows for module learning outcomes to be synthesised into appropriate portfolio ‘tasks’

7. It allows applicants to ‘challenge’ module assessment tasks instead of preparing a portfolio of learning evidence

8. It offers a biographical/narrative approach to identification of appropriate informal and non-formal learning 

9. It allows for flexible approaches to presentation of learning for assessment

10. It expects to be subject to the same criteria for assessment and the same quality assurance controls as the target modules

11. It is specifically designed to be ‘scaled up’ to groups and sectors, as well as serving the needs of individual applicants

12. It is underpinned by current theory and scholarship on work-based learning (WBL) and on learning-in-practice

13. It takes account of current research and policy development related to recognition of non-formal and informal learning

14. It has explicit guidelines and procedures with potential for transfer to other professional sectors. 

VaLEX AP(E)L Pilot Project Personnel 

Open Training College


DIT

Karen Finnerty




Noirin Hayes

Bridget Megarry




Kevin Lalor







Ann McWilliams







Anne Murphy
Consultant Researcher

Siobhan Ni Mhaolrunaigh
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DISSEMINATION EVENT INVITATIONS

Invitations to the Dissemination Event are being issued through:

· HEER and care agencies in the eastern region region.

· Staff of the OTC and the DIT

· Contact databases of social care practitioners

· The Trainers’ Network

· FETAC and HETAC

· NQAI 

· Irish APEL Network
Please extend this invitation to colleagues and interested parties.

Refreshments and sandwiches  available at 11.00 am.  Lunch not included.

Please indicate your intention to attend by returning the enclosed card to DIT, 14 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2 
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Or email to:    anne.murphy@dit.ie  
Tel: 01 402 7881

