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This information leaflet is intended to provide an overview of the VaLEx AP(E)L Pilot Project

Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning

It has long been recognised that as human beings, we acquire skills and knowledge from our everyday experiences of life (non-formal learning) in addition to the learning we acquire from our experiences of formal education (formal learning). However, until relatively recently mechanisms for accrediting non-formal learning within formal education systems have been developed on a somewhat ad hoc basis.

‘Accreditation of Prior (Experiential) Learning is a process that enables people of all ages, backgrounds and attitudes to receive recognition/credit for achievements and learning they have acquired outside the classroom’ (DIT OMNA 2000).

It is based on the assumption that ‘what people know or can do is more important than how they came to know it or be able to do it’ (Jarvis et al 1998, p.147-8)

Background to the Project

VaLEx is an EU Socrates-Grundtvig 2003-2005 project designed to develop a model of AP(E)L (accreditation of prior experiential learning) which is particularly suitable

for experienced practitioners who may not have professional qualifications in their field of practice
. 

The Dublin Institute of Technology’s (DIT’s) specific interest in the project is that it offers an opportunity to build on the major DIT OMNA Early Childhood Project 1995-2000 which had AP(E)L at its core.

They are also interested in piloting a mechanism by which they can be more flexible in addressing the needs of the large number of Social care workers who have had considerable experience but are not qualified.

In July 2004 The Open Training College (OTC) was contracted by the Eastern Regional Health Authority to pilot an Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning project with staff working in residential care settings and settings for people with learning disability. 

It was decided that a partnership process be established to undertake the same between the VaLEx project team, the Department of Social Sciences Dublin Institute of Technology and The Open Training College.

Opportunity to access a professional qualification in Social Care Practice
For the Irish VaLEx Pilot Phase seven participants will be selected from practitioners working in residential Social Care settings and seven from the learning disability Social Care settings.

Target group

The specific target group for the VaLEx Pilot is experienced Social Care practitioners who do not already have a professional qualification in the field of Social Care practice.

How it works

The VaLEx model of AP(E)L focuses on guiding and supporting practitioners to identify the nature and the extent of the learning they have gained through their experiences, and to ‘accompany’ them in presenting such learning, where appropriate, to an awarding body (DIT or HETAC in the case of this project) towards a qualification.

Value to the participants

The VaLEx AP(E)L Pilot offers the participants an opportunity to present their experiential learning in a structured way for assessment by the awarding bodies for up to two (2) modules on the first year programmes of either the BA (Ord) in Social Care Practice (in-service) course in the case of the DIT and up to two (2) modules on the first year programme of the OTC Bachelor of Arts in Applied Social Studies (Disability)

· The specific modules for the Pilot are:

Principles of Professional Practice and Health and Well-being (DIT)

Introduction to Disability and Health, Safety and Personal Care (OTC).

· Where the evidence of experiential learning presented by the VaLEx Pilot participant-practitioner is assessed as meeting the module learning 

outcomes, and is approved at Examination Board level, the appropriate ECTS credits will be awarded. 

· In addition, participants with such credits who take up a place on the full programme will be exempted from the modules successfully completed through AP(E)L.

Time and effort involved

It is likely that the AP(E)L participants will be actively involved in the process from January to May 2005. 

The time involved is difficult to calculate, but the process will involve some group sessions and some individual sessions with AP(E)L ‘accompaniers’/advisors.

In addition each participant will spend time on the process of preparing a portfolio.

Costs

There will be no costs for participants other than time, personal effort and limited travel.

Supports for participants

The VaLEx AP(E)L model is a high support one. 

Each participant will be ‘accompanied’ throughout the process of identifying their learning and preparing their portfolios.
The ‘accompanier’ will also act as an advocate in the assessment process.

Guarantees of success

While there will be significant effort to get people through, there is no guarantee that each participant will successfully achieve the ECTS credits and module exemptions available; like all assessments, the examiners need to be satisfied that the learning outcomes of the modules have been met by the applicant in order for ECTS credits to be awarded.

However, participants who took part in the previous DIT/OMNA AP(E)L project, found that the portfolio-building process proved to be a useful learning activity in itself. Feedback suggested that the process facilitated them in not only identifying what they knew but also in identifying their learning ‘gaps’ (specific areas where they recognised the need for further learning).

The whole process therefore, greatly strengthens the participants’ capability to succeed in formal study towards a qualification, whether or not they achieve module exemptions.

Progression 

VaLEx AP(E)L Pilot participants from Residential Social Care settings who successfully complete both the DIT modules will be in a strong position to be offered a place on the DIT BA (Ord) in Social Care Practice (in-service)  in September 2005. 

VaLEx AP(E)L Pilot Participants from Disability  Social Care settings who successfully complete both the OTC modules will be in a strong position to be offered a place on the OTC Bachelor of Arts in Applied Social Studies (Disability) course in September 2005.

Module exemptions are also likely to apply through award of ECTS credits for a successfully assessed portfolio. 

Selection Process for participants 

1. The Project will be working closely with a number of Social Care agencies to seek assistance in identifying suitable participants and to request that agencies assist the AP(E)L ‘accompaniers’/advisors in supporting participants through the VaLEx AP(E)L Pilot process.

2. Participants will need agencies to provide them with assistance in identifying and accessing relevant information such as policies, guidelines, literature and websites. Participants will also need to be facilitated to attend meetings with their accompanier and/or brief training sessions (where necessary).

3. Only participants who meet the following criteria will be invited for interview for selection.

Suitable participants will:

1) Be aged 23 years or older 

2) Have had four consecutive years working in Social Care settings

3) Have no formal qualifications at Diploma or Degree levels

4) Be able to provide evidence of being effective Social Care practitioners

4. Potential participants will be asked to complete an application form outlining their previous education and experience, with an accompanying statement from their employer/manager testifying to their competence in the workplace and giving a commitment that the agency will support the participant through the VaLEx Pilot Project

5. Suitable applicants will then be interviewed by the Project Team in order to:

a Ensure that the AP(E)L process will be suitable to their needs

b Review the experience gained by the applicant so as to identify potential creditable learning

c Advise the applicant of the portfolio building process 
It is anticipated that once participants have been selected that the Portfolio building process will begin immediately.

Enquiries:

If you would like to find out more about the implementation of theVaLEx Project, please contact:

Siobhan NiMhaolrunaigh (VaLEx): 086 6007656

Ann McWilliams (DIT): 01 402 4257

Bridget Megarry (OTC): 01 2990571
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� The lead university in VaLEx is Glasgow-Caledonian, with partner universities: Stirling, Warwick, Brussels, South Brittany, Tutku, Tartu and the Dublin Institute of Technology.
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