Portfolios

What is a portfolio ?

A portfolio is simply a collection of a student's work that tells something about what they have achieved and the standard of their work. It might be a folder containing pieces of best work and evaluations of personal strengths and weaknesses. It can also contain work in progress - things you are still working on but have not yet completed. It can also include essays, written accounts, your (Euro) C.V. , letters of recommendation or reference, etc. It is a collection of evidence showing what you have done, what you are currently doing and what you might be able to do in the future.

What is a portfolio for ?

The main purpose of a portfolio is to let other people see what you have achieved and how you have achieved it. For example, a portfolio can be shown to teachers to let them see what work you have done in the past. Or it can be shown to an employer to show them what you have done and what you might be capable of doing in the future.

The VaLEx Portfolio

If you were to put together a VaLEx portfolio what could you include ?

Your personal biographical written account

Your plan for the oral presentation

The Euro C.V.

The Action Plan

Don't worry if any of these things are not yet complete or you haven't done them yet - you will as the course goes on. All these things can be included in your portfolio. You might also want to include examples of work that you have done on the course which you are proud of and which you feel show off your skills well.

As well as these things, you might be able to collect letters of reference from tutors or from former employers to include in your portfolio. 

You can keep adding to your portfolio each time you do something new. It is designed to be flexible so that it can stay with you for a long time.
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