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Valuing Learning from Experience, or 

VaLEx

, building on the previous 

Grundtvig

project's 

findings, will seek to take forward the EC's priority for valuin

g learning and stimulate 

demand for learning from hard

-

to

-

reach groups, through the development of a APEL 

pedagogical model common to the European partners, designed to f

acilitate institutional 

recognition of informal and non

-

formal learning.  

The project's objectives will be to: 

•

carry out a theoretical analysis of existing practices and the 

learning and teaching 

principles underpinning APEL implementation in the partner count

ries

•

develop a pedagogical model based on APEL  transformative proce

ss:  a reflective 

learning approach enabling uncertain adult learners to articulat

e learning and core 

skills acquired through experience, be it at work or elsewhere, 

through an  adult 

guidance approach

•

target learners likely to suffer from social exclusion: people 

with disabilities, people 

with no formal qualifications, the unemployed, and refugees/ asy

lum seekers, using 

local partners (educational/ NGO organisations) as 'consultants'

to access the learner 

groups 

•

pilot and evaluate learning tools (the 'APEL toolkit') emerging

from the pedagogical 

model

The outputs will include a sound pedagogical model transferable 

across diverse European 

realities, an 'APEL toolkit', comprising of electronic and paper

-

based learning tools, and 

professional guidelines for teaching, advising and support staff
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EXPERTS’ QUESTIONNAIRE


THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF AP(E)L 

AT THIRD LEVEL IN IRELAND

VaLEx Experts’ Questionnaire 

(incorporating elements of the TRANSFINE experts’ questionnaire)

http://www.transfine.net
This questionnaire is being used as the main research instrument to gather data for the first objective of the VaLEx Socrates/Grundtvig project:

‘carry out a theoretical analysis of existing practices and the learning and teaching principles underpinning APEL implementation in the partner countries’

We are sending the questionnaire to all higher education colleges in the state with the assistance of the Irish AP(E)L Network and other contacts.

Since this is the first survey on the extent of AP(E)L in the colleges we would very much appreciate your assistance.

The cycles of consultation, data gathering and data analysis are illustrated on Doc. VaLEx  Cycles of Research.
We intend making the research findings available at a seminar at the end of April 2004 (date and venue to be finalised). Indicative literature to be used in analysis of the findings is attached on Doc. VaLEx Literature.

Completing the Questionnaire

PART 1 is to be completed by colleges which do NOT operate AP(E)L at the moment.

PART 2 is for colleges which currently operate AP(E)L.

Please provide full information as possible for all sections. Please consult colleagues if necessary.

If a question is unclear please feel free to contact me on 01 402 7881 or email anne.murphy@dit.ie
Returning the completed questionnaire 

Please return the completed questionnaire before 28 February 2004 either electronically to anne.murphy@dit.ie
or on floppy disk or paper-copy by post to:

Anne Murphy

VaLEx Project

Dublin Institute of Technology

14 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2
Thank you in advance on behalf of the DIT!
Noirin Hayes, Head of School, Social and Legal Studies

Anne Murphy, DIT Learning Development Officer

PART 1    Colleges which do not operate AP(E)L at present

If your college does not use AP(E)L we are interested in knowing why.

Please complete Part 1 and return it to us.

a. Name of college   ……………………………………………………………….

b.  Have you operated AP(E)L in the past?    YES
(
NO  (
c. If YES why have you discontinued it?

d. Why do you not operate AP(E)L?  (Mark more then one if appropriate)

a. Not possible within existing regulations  
(
b. Approval in process currently


(
c. No demand




(
d. No resources




(
e. Staff not in favour



(
f. Other reason/s  (please specify)

e. If your college has considered using AP(E)L, but decided not to, what ‘academic’ problems were raised in discussions?

Thank you for your assistance with this research.

PART 2   Colleges which operate AP(E)L

Please complete a separate questionnaire for EACH CASE of AP(E)L practice in your college and return it before 8 March 2004.
1.  ABOUT THE RESPONDENT

(a)
Name of college

(b)
Address 

(c)  Name of person/s completing the questionnaire

(d)  Responsibilities of respondent for AP(E)L in the case concerned here.

2.  ABOUT YOUR COLLEGE

(a)   Specify the location/field of this case

Higher Education



Further Education



Vocational training



Work-Based-L
earning



Adult  Education



Youth activities



Trade Union 




Partnership with industry


(b) Does your college have the following:

YES

NO

An overall AP(E)L policy



 
  

  

An AP(E)L Officer





  

  

AP(E)L documents for applicants


  
  

  

Web-based AP(E)L support




  

  

An AP(E)L module





  

  

(c)   If you have an AP(E)L module is it:

YES

NO

Available only to registered in-house students

  

  

A ‘developmental’ model only



  

  

Linked to ECTS credits




  

  

Used to gain module exemptions


 
  

  

Open to adults who are not registered students

  

  

A mechanism for access to courses



  

  

A mechanism for both access and module exemptions.
  

  

3. ABOUT YOUR EXISTING AP(E)L CASE OF PRACTICE

3.1 Name of course(s)

(a)  Indicate the level of your AP(E)L case 

Pre-entry








Access to ‘first year’
undergraduate





Access to an advanced undergraduate stage 




Access with general credits






Access with specific credits (exemptions named)


Access to postgraduate level






Access to an advanced postgraduate stage




Access with general credits






Access with specific credits (exemptions named)



(b)  Can the award for your course be achieved using AP(E)L only?


YES 


NO


(c)  What % of the course can be achieved through AP(E)L?
[                 ]

(d) How many of the Learning Outcomes of a module/course do AP(E)L applicants 

need to meet? 


100%



(

50%



(

Other % (Please specify)

(e) Do you offer ‘bridging studies’ or ‘topping-up studies’ to AP(E)L applicants who do not meet the required learning outcomes for a full module exemption?

YES
(
NO
(
(f)
  Do you accept AP(E)L claims processed in other institutions?


YES 


NO


(g)  In your case, what is being assessed? 

            (please tick choice(s))

Documented course learning outcomes


            Work-based achievements




            Individual/personal learning 




Transferable skills





Other (please specify) 

(h)  Do you require AP(E)L applicants to demonstrate knowledge of both theory and

     practice?




YES
(
NO  (
(i) If YES how is knowledge of theory demonstrated?

(j)  Do you refer to the NQAI Framework of levels in your case of assessment? 


YES 


NO


(k) If NO in (f) above indicate the levels of learning model you use.

(l) How many claims for AP(E)L have you processed successfully in the 2002-2003 

      academic year?



[                 ]




(m) How many claims were unsuccessful?
[                 ]

 (n)  Is there an appeal system?


YES 


NO


(o) For how many years have you been using AP(E)L for this course?  ………..

4. ABOUT THE AP(E)L TOOL USED

 (a)  What ‘tools’ do you use in your assessment ?
       (please tick choice(s))

     Portfolios





     Formal Performance Tests



           Written Examinations




     Interviews 





     Others (please specify)


(b)  Who assesses the prior learning? 


(please tick choice(s))

Course Director




Lecturers





Approved assessors 




Other (please specify) 



(c)  Describe the structures in place to support your particular AP(E)L system.

(d)  Is your system similar to other systems in your own organisation? 


YES 


NO
 

(e)  How flexible and user-friendly would you rate your AP(E)L service?

       Not at all

Moderately


Highly



      


       



   

(f)  What are the strengths of your system?

(g)  What are its weaknesses?

(h) What major problems did you encounter?

Academic problems:

Procedural problems:

5.  ORIGIN OF YOUR AP(E)L CASE

      (a)    Explain briefly how your system originated.

     (b)    Would you describe it as top-down (policy driven) or bottom (user-demanded).

     (c)    Who are the main stakeholders involved? 



Professional Body 


  


Voluntary Organisation

  

Other awarding body 

     (d)   What models of AP(E)L influenced your model? (Please tick choice(s))

	WIT/NALA MODEL (Literacy Organisers)
	

	UUJ MODEL (Bailie & O’Hagan)
	

	DIT OMNA Project Model
	

	Cork IT MODEL
	

	NCEA (HETAC) Model
	

	FÁS Model
	

	City & Guilds Model
	

	Learning from Experience Trust literature
	

	Other models/sources (Please specify)


	


6. Towards a  European wide APEL system. (TRANSFINE 
questions)

This section invites you to comment on the potential for developing a European wide set of arrangements to enable the transfer of informal and non-formal learning.

a. What do you think about the development of a Europe-wide framework for recognising and accrediting informal and non-formal learning?

                        Please circle a number 

        Not needed







Essential


1

2

3

4

5

In order to gauge your overall opinion on the pro’s and con’s of a Europe wide system, please look at the issues and questions listed and give a summary response to all or some.

b. Would the key stakeholders be able to recognise learning that was acquired outside the country?

c. Would they expect/need the learning acquired outside the formal system in their own country to be recognised in another country?

d. Are there any legal obstacles that you can see to a Europe wide system?

e.  Are there any cultural, political, economic obstacles?

Thank you for your co-operation with this research.

Please post or email your completed questionnaire as follows:

POST:       Anne Murphy

      VaLEx Project

      DIT

      14 Upper Mount Street

      Dublin 2

EMAIL:     anne.murphy@dit.ie

Contact: Anne Murphy, DIT		� HYPERLINK "mailto:anne.murphy@dit.ie" ��anne.murphy@dit.ie�	01 402 7881
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Valuing Learning from Experience, or VaLEx, building on the previous Grundtvig project's findings, will seek to take forward the EC's priority for valuing learning and stimulate demand for learning from hard-to-reach groups, through the development of a APEL pedagogical model common to the European partners, designed to facilitate institutional recognition of informal and non-formal learning.  

The project's objectives will be to: 

		 carry out a theoretical analysis of existing practices and the learning and teaching principles underpinning APEL implementation in the partner countries

		 develop a pedagogical model based on APEL  transformative process:  a reflective learning approach enabling uncertain adult learners to articulate learning and core skills acquired through experience, be it at work or elsewhere, through an  adult guidance approach

		 target learners likely to suffer from social exclusion: people with disabilities, people with no formal qualifications, the unemployed, and refugees/ asylum seekers, using local partners (educational/ NGO organisations) as 'consultants' to access the learner groups 

		 pilot and evaluate learning tools (the 'APEL toolkit') emerging from the pedagogical model



The outputs will include a sound pedagogical model transferable across diverse European realities, an 'APEL toolkit', comprising of electronic and paper-based learning tools, and professional guidelines for teaching, advising and support staff
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